
	  

	  

Engineering Sustainability 

The current concerns over climate change and global 

warming has created a new vocabulary and brought about a paradigm shift on 
a broad set of desirable qualities in many aspect of our modern life collectively 
referred to as sustainability. This concept is now well established within the 
scientific community principally advocating a global and environmental 
perspective focused on the survivability of Gaia and its ability to sustain life as 
a key going concern.  

 Faced with global challenges such as population growth and eventual 
depletion of non-renewable natural resources, we explore the rationale for a 
broader and systemic perspective on sustainability. In this new paradigm, 
sustainability is regarded as an emergent behavioural and structural property 
with many hard and soft facets including a social dimension. The development 
of a holistic sustainability framework is intended as a credible underpinning to 
the understanding, communication, assessment and overall assurance of this 
fundamental facet of modern endeavours that is believed to be an 
indispensable aspect of survival and prosperity on earth. To this end, we 
intend to engage a panel of global discipline visionaries, experts and 
acclaimed authorities in systems thinking and engineering to explore, inform 
and demystify the pertinent sustainability issues and strive to converge on 
pragmatic solutions within a broad context comprising: 

Climate Change, Natural Resources, Energy, Society/Ethics, Ecology, 
Technology, Politics, Economics/Finance, & Science. 

 The IEEE Systems, Man & Cybernetics (SMC) Society chapter in the UK and 
the Republic of Ireland in collaboration with the Systems & Control Research 
Centre at the School Engineering, City University London are the organisers 
of a public debate on sustainability. This seminar, planned for 30 March 2011 
at City University is open to practitioners, stakeholders and decision makers. It 
is aimed at providing a forum for informed debate and hopefully consensus on 
one of the key issues of the century. We posit that it is only in the light of such 
insights that potent and affordable solutions can be sought, devised and 
applied to mitigate the risks. 

 For further information, please contact the organisers: 

	  Ali	  Hessami	  &	  Nick	  Karcanias:	  A.G.Hessami@IEEE.org	  &	  	  N.Karcanias@city.ac.uk	  


